
If you have gotten two doses of the Moderna or Pfizer COVID-19 
vaccine OR one dose of the Janssen (Johnson & Johnson) COVID-19 

vaccine more than 14 days ago, you are not required to quarantine 
following an exposure.

Key Actions for COVID- 19 Events for Vaccinated Individuals

If an individual is 
symptomatic at home, they 
should stay home and get 

tested.

Individual is symptomatic

If an individual student is symptomatic on the bus or 
at school, they should remain masked and adhere to 

strict physical distancing. Students will then be met by 
the nurse and stay in the medical waiting room until 
they can go home. They should not be sent home on 

the bus. If an individual staff member is symptomatic 
at school, they should find coverage for their duties 

and then go home and get tested.

Individual is Exposed to COVID-19 Positive Individual:

* This information is taken directly verbatim out of the 8/19/2020 MA DESE guidelines and is current as of October 19, 2020. This flowchart may be updated as new information becomes available. 

Families should contact us if a Cotting student tests positive for COVID at any time so we can determine if any  steps need to be taken. 

Individual 
tests negative

Individual 
tests positive

Individual is 
not tested

Return to school once
there is improvement in 

symptoms, and have
been without fever for at least 24 

hours.

Return to school 10 days from 
start of symptoms, as long as 

their symptoms have improved 
and they have been without fever 

for at least 24 hours prior to
their return to school.

Remain home (except to get 
medical care), monitor symptoms, 
notify the school, notify personal 
close contacts, assist the school 
in contact tracing efforts, and 

answer the call from local board 
of health or MA Community 
Tracing Collaborative. Most 

people who have relatively mild 
illness will need to stay in self- 

isolation for at least 10 days and 
until at least 24 hours have passed 
with no fever and improvement in 

other symptoms.

Return to school once cleared 
by the healthcare provider and 

symptom free for 24 hours. 
MD note is required with an 
alternative diagnosis and the 

healthcare provider must state 
on the note that the child’s 
illness/symptoms are NOT 

COVID related. This note will 
need to be provided to the 

school nurse before returning 
to school. 

Individual receives 
alternative diagnosis 

from his/her healthcare 
provider.



Key Actions for COVID- 19 Events for Non-Vaccinated Individuals

Individual 
tests negative

Individual 
tests positive

Individual is 
not tested

Return to 
school once

there is 
improvement 
in symptoms, 

and have
been without 

fever for at 
least 24 hours.

Return to 
school 10 days 
from start of 
symptoms, as 
long as their 

symptoms have 
improved and 
they have been 
without fever 
for at least 24 
hours prior to
their return to 

school.

Quarantine for 
10 days after the 
last exposure to 
the person who 
tested positive. 
Individual may 

return if they have 
not experienced 

any symptoms up to 
that point; AND The 
individual conducts 

active monitoring 
through day 14.

Remain home 
(except to get 
medical care), 

monitor symptoms, 
notify the school, 

notify personal close 
contacts, assist the 
school in contact 

tracing efforts, and 
answer the call 

from local board 
of health or MA 

Community Tracing 
Collaborative. Most 

people who have 
relatively mild 

illness will need to 
stay in self isolation 
for at least 10 days 

and until at least 24 
hours have passed 
with no fever and 
improvement in 
other symptoms.

Individual does 
not test 

Individual is 
Tested 5 days or 
More After Last 

Exposure and 
Result is Negative

Individual is 
Positive

If an individual is 
symptomatic at home, they 
should stay home and get 

tested.

Individual is symptomatic

If an individual student is symptomatic on the bus or 
at school, they should remain masked and adhere to 

strict physical distancing. Students will then be met by 
the nurse and stay in the medical waiting room until 
they can go home. They should not be sent home on 

the bus. If an individual staff member is symptomatic 
at school, they should find coverage for their duties 

and then go home and get tested.

Individual is Exposed to COVID-19 Positive Individual

Remain home (except 
to get medical care), 
monitor symptoms, 

notify the school, 
notify personal close 
contacts, assist the 
school in contact 

tracing efforts, and 
answer the call from 
local board of health 
or MA Community 

Tracing Collaborative. 
Most people who have 
relatively mild illness 

will need to stay in self- 
isolation for at least 10 
days and until at least 
24 hours have passed 

with no fever and 
improvement in other 

symptoms.

Must quarantine for 
7 days and can return 
if PCR test on day 5 
or later is negative 

AND The individual 
has not experienced 
any symptoms up to 
that point; AND The 
individual conducts 

active monitoring 
through DAY 14.

* This information is taken directly verbatim out of the 8/19/2020 MA DESE guidelines and is current as of October 19, 2020. This flowchart may be updated as new information becomes available. 

Families should contact us if a Cotting student tests 
positive for COVID at any time so we can determine 

if any  steps need to be taken. 

Return to school 
once cleared by the 
healthcare provider 
and symptom free 
for 24 hours. MD 
note is required 

with an alternative 
diagnosis and the 

healthcare provider 
must state on the 

note that the child’s 
illness/symptoms 
are NOT COVID 
related. This note 

will need to be 
provided to the 

school nurse before 
returning to school. 

Individual receives 
alternative diagnosis 

from his/her healthcare 
provider.


