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Cotting School Breaks Ground on Gym Addition

A tradition of innovation and excellence since 1893.
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Virtual Admissions  

A look at Cotting’s new Campus Center which is slated to open next year.

Contact Director of Admission Elizabeth Russell 
with admissions inquiries at erussell@cotting.org

Unlike many schools nationwide, Cotting student learning 
never skipped a beat during COVID. Starting with fully remote 
learning from mid-March through June, we carefully added 
in-school time so that students are now on campus four days 
a week. PPE notwithstanding, they love being with their 
peers and staff. At our school where students hate snow days, 
nothing beats being at Cotting!

Simultaneously, we have moved ahead with our new addition, 
the first brick and mortar campaign in 30 years. The Campaign 
will enhance academic programs and the arts; build a full-
size gym, two candlepin bowling lanes, and a fully accessible 
climbing wall; and make substantial renovations to occupational 
and physical therapy spaces as well as our medical center.



The groundbreaking ceremony on 
October 14 was a first opportunity to be 
together, albeit socially distanced and 
masked, for the first time since COVID. 

By the end of December, we will have a 
fully enclosed structure. Many students, 
alumni, staff, trustees, and donors to the 
project have signed the steel beam which 
will top off the gym.

Cotting’s trustees challenged the 
community to match their $250,000 
gift. That challenge has now been met. 
We just eclipsed $9 million toward our 
campaign goal of $10 million. Now is the 
perfect time to make a gift or think about 
making another one to help us reach the 
finish line! Every gift, including planned 
gifts, counts, no matter the size. See 
www.cottingschoolcampaign.org/donate 
for more information.

Cotting Breaks Ground (continued)

Senior Class President Ben W. welcomes attend-
ees at the groundbreaking

Cotting values its partnerships with so many 
equipment vendors, including NuMotion, a wheelchair 
mobility and equipment company. Above, Ian Kingscote 
of NuMotion visits with Cotting student Stella and her 
mother, Nicole, along with Cotting Physical Therapist 
Ginny Birmingham. NuMotion visits Cotting regularly 
to collaborate with our PT staff to properly fit students 
to their wheelchairs. This is an effective way to meet 
our students’ wheelchair needs for both home and at 
school, all at once.

NuMotion Partnership

Steering Committee Co-Chair Ray Killian signs 
the beam

Cotting School has a new 
partnership with the PULSE 
program at Boston College.  
Students in PULSE volunteer 
at various social change 
organizations while enrolled in 
a joint theology and philosophy 
course.  Six students are joining us 
this year in Project Bridges, Circle 
of Friends, Marketing, and Development.  

Boston College sophomore Zenia Bhathena (above) 
contributed to the research and writing for several of this 
issue’s articles.  We are grateful to her and the other BC 
PULSE students for sharing with us their many talents 
and passion for special education!  

Boston College PULSE Students 
Volunteer at Cotting School

Outgoing Board of Trustees 
Chair Dave Cushing leaves 
his inspiring message to all 
Falcons, “Dream Big!”



Help Wanted! 
Cotting is currently looking for staff to ensure that our students have the best 
experience possible. We have urgent hiring needs for several Program Assistant 
positions, among others. Please contact Althea Ioakimidis at aioakimidis@cotting.org.

Jane Perera’s path to Cotting School was anything but 
straightforward.  Her interests in medicine, music, and 
teaching ultimately lead her to the field of speech language 
pathology nearly 20 years ago.  At Cotting School, Jane 
is one of five Communication Therapists who enable 
students to communicate through a variety of therapeutic 
interventions and services.

“Communication therapy shares the burden of all other 
professions at Cotting because communication is a part 
of everything we do” explains Jane.  “As a communication 
therapist, I use technology to teach students how to 
socialize and interact in the community, whether that’s in a 
big classroom setting or specialized one-on-one work.”

 

A Cotting Conversation with  
Communication Therapist Jane Perera

2020 presented Cotting with 
a host of new challenges. In 
response to the pandemic, the 
CT department shifted to virtual 
therapy.  “Masks hide facial expressions and impact our voices, 
so we found that using microphones and wearing clear masks 
make a huge difference,” says Jane.  Now working in-person, 
Jane is grateful to Cotting for providing a safe and flexible work 
environment.  “I have my own child learning remotely at home, 
so I really appreciate how Cotting has been so supportive of 
working parents during this pandemic.  Our building is clean, 
well-ventilated, and I’m provided with plenty of PPE to feel safe 
while I work.”

What’s kept Jane at Cotting for 15 years? “The amazing and 
inspiring students, the staff, and the sense of camaraderie 
among my colleagues in the CT Department.”

We are delighted to welcome Dr. Arielle Spellun as our 
newest Cotting Medical Fellow! Dr. Spellun graduated 
from Sidney Kimmel Medical College of Thomas Jefferson 
University in Philadelphia and completed her Pediatrics 
training at Boston Children’s Hospital. She grew up in Rhode 
Island and received a B.A. in Biological Basis of Behavior from 
the University of Pennsylvania, where she worked with the 
department to create a minor in American Sign Language. 
After medical school, she was an instructor in pediatrics 
at Yale School of Medicine. Her specialty as a Fellow in 
developmental and behavioral pediatrics at Boston Children’s 
Hospital now is deaf and hard of hearing research. 

At Cotting Dr. Spellun hopes to gain a valuable perspective 
on the intersectionality of identity and disability. Her initial 

Meet our New Medical Fellow
experience in disability and 
deaf studies drives her passion 
to explore how children and 
families thrive in society. Dr. 
Spellun hopes to incorporate 
her medical expertise as a 
liaison and a medical voice for 
families at Cotting.

As the Fellow Physician at Cotting, Dr. Spellun will join our 
Medical Director, Dr. Elizabeth Harstad, and our medical 
staff in supporting and keeping our students and teachers safe 
during COVID-19. She will also guide quality of life-based 
interventions by partnering with families, helping them thrive 
holistically throughout the 3 years that she is with us.
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“Enabling students with special needs to 
achieve their highest learning potential 

and level of independence.”

Even if you can’t be with those you love this 
holiday season, you can still give them a gift 

they will always remember.

Need an idea which will last longer than a new shirt or 
sweater? Make a gift to help us build our new addition, and 

your gift will give back — forever — to Cotting students and 
alumni! We will send your loved one(s) a card to let them 

know of your thoughtfulness. 

Visit 
cottingschoolcampaign.org

to learn more.


