
Alumni Reunion 2020 is postponed
Alumni Reunion scheduled for Sunday, May 17th, 2020 at Cotting school has been postponed due to COVID-19.  We hope to find a 
new date in the near future, and will let you know as soon as this is decided! 

Alumna Alice Walsh hosts Cotting 
Capstone class at the Beaverbrook  
Step Program
Ms. Cain’s Capstone students visited the Beaverbrook Step Program in Belmont, 
MA.  They were offered a tour by Alice Walsh, who happens to be a Cotting School 
Alumna! It was so kind of Alice to provide the tour to Ms. Cain’s students, share 
more about Beaverbrook Step’s Opportunity Community Program, and show them 
around the Giftshop run by Program participants.
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To Our Beloved Alumni
Thank you for the e-mails, notes, and updates you’ve sent in 
over the past few months.  COVID-19 has challenged us in ways 
we never imagined, but hearing from Alumni near and far has 
brought us a lot of joy during this otherwise difficult time. As 
you may know, Cotting closed its doors on March 13th per the 
recommendation of our Medical Advisor and Massachusetts 
Governor.  Our thoughtful and talented staff members immediately 
launched a reimagined, virtual Cotting learning experience that we 
are proud to say served as a model for other schools in the area.  As 
of July 6th, a small number of students arrive each day for morning 
instruction and therapies on our campus, while our virtual program 
continues.  We are so glad to be able to take this step towards a full 
reopening whenever safely possible.

Now more than ever, we stand by our creed: Once a Falcon, Always 
a Falcon! We are looking forward to welcoming you all back to 
campus whenever possible.  In the meantime, stay well and keep 
us posted on your latest adventures!  Send your updates to Abby 
Farquharson at afarquharson@cotting.org or 781-862-7323 x.174.

Mary Fitzgerald and Joanie Manning (left), class of 1976,  enjoy an afternoon of horseback riding
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KATIE ATCHUE, ‘12

Katie has recently been enjoying staying 
at home due to the coronavirus.  She still 
attends Liberty DayHab in Hopkinton.  
Katie went to Camp Fatima last summer 
for a week and had a blast. She still 
makes her pet beds and pillows. Katie has 
become an aunt again to a little girl named 
Carsen.  She loves spending time with her 
new niece and her nephew, Carter! Katie 
misses them a lot since they have all been 
quarantined.  Katie plays on the Cotting 
Alumni basketball team and loves to see 
all of her friends when she plays.  Once a 
Falcon, Always a Falcon! 

LAVERNE BURTON, ‘79
LaVerne has worked for many years at a 
Montessori Program in Early Childhood 
Education.  She enjoys writing short 
stories and poetry, sewing and spending 
time with her family. She has two kids and 
two grandkids.

MIKE CAMILLE, ‘11

Mike turned 30 on January 22!  He had 
a successful and memorable trip to the 
Grand Canyon! 

KAREN CARSON, ‘76
Karen has been working on completing 
her final paper in order to become a 
certified aromatherapist. She sends best 
wishes to all for a healthy year!

SARAH COLLINS, ‘93
Sarah will hit a big employment milestone 
in November 2020.  She will celebrate 20 
years as a Whole Foods Market employee.  
She currently works at the store in 
Westford. Sarah and her boyfriend, David 
are planning a vacation on the Cape and 
Martha’s Vineyard this summer!

WILL FAHEY
Will has been working at TB12 as a 
front-end team member.  He also works 
at Gillette Stadium (7 years) and Fenway 
Park (6 years) as a ticket taker.  Will has 
been staying active by working out and 
playing sled hockey.  He has created a 
new sled hockey team called the Boston 
Ice Storm! Will enjoys spending time 
with his family and friends.  He has had 
some public speaking opportunities with 
Mass Advocates Standing Strong. 

ELLIOT FIELD, ‘41
Elliot is a Nominee for the National 
Association of Broadcasters Hall of Fame. 

SARA FROST ‘10
Sarah marked her 5th 
continuous year of 
full-time employment 
at Boston’s Children’s 
Hospital on July 1, 
2020.  She loves her 
job and it is very 
important to her.  
One of her favorite 
experiences at work 
was when a Cotting 
friend came in for an appointment and 
they got to see each other for a short visit!  
When Sarah is not working, she enjoys 
sports, riding horses, traveling and being 
with her friends!  Sarah says to be safe, be 
healthy and be happy and that we will get 
through this together.  She hopes to see 
everyone soon! 

KAREN 
GEORGE, ‘92
 Karen has been 
doing cheerleading 
with Royalty Elite 
Allstars in Bow, 
NH.  The name of 
her cheer team is 
Magic.  Karen goes 
to Easterseals in 
Manchester, NH.  

BARBARA HARDAWAY, ‘68

Barbara wanted to share a long awaited and 
very happy moment with everybody: she 
has signed the contract for her Trust!  This 
will secure community outreach projects to 
continue in Guatemala into the future!
 
ANDIE HURRAY, ‘91
Andie is grateful for all Cotting School has 
done for him!  He is recovering from a bicycle 
accident back in February, and making 
progress.  He lives in Florida and still keeps 
in touch with old friends from Cotting.

RICHARD JOHNSON, ‘67
Richard has been involved with an adult 
day care center in Chelsea that serves 
18 disabled adults called Living Hope 
Services.  The center loves to have people 
visit and spend time with their guests. 
Just before Christmas he and his wife put 
together and delivered individual gift bags 
for them!  He’s missing sports these days 
but is reading a lot of Hemingway and 
Steinbeck to keep busy.

ELEANOR JONES, ‘04
Eleanor is now an aunt!

ALUMNI UPDATES Share your news at afarquharson@cotting.org 
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SHAWN 
KOEHLER, ‘07
 Shawn currently 
works for a rehab 
company. He 
belongs to a respite 
program called 
Beacon of Hope for 
individuals 22 years 
and older.  He is a 
member at a local 
parish, and belongs 
to the Leominster Lions Club and St. Leo’s 
Knights of Columbus.

MATTHEW LAGUNOWICH, ‘12

Since leaving Cotting, Matthew has 
enjoyed attending his day program at 
TILL Central in Billerica. The staff is 
phenomenal and he has many great 
friends. They go out into the community 
each day to participate in a variety of 
activities. Anyone who knows Matthew 
will not be surprised to hear that he is still 
a big movie buff, a huge Halloween fan 
and loves to go out for burgers and pizza. 
Matthew is living with four of his peers in 
a TILL home in Carlisle, MA. He messages 
with mom and dad daily and loves visits 
from family and friends!

DAN LANDERS, ‘15
Dan has been accepted to UMass-Amherst 
for the fall of 2020! 

MEGAN LEYDEN, ‘16
Megan has been working at Saint 
Michael’s School in North Andover.  
She enjoys helping out with trick or 
treat night there, and she did her first 
fun run fundraiser to help raise money 
for the school! Meagan has been doing 

zoom classes with PLUS Company. This 
summer Megan is going down to the 
Cape again with her family.

NATALIE 
LYONS, ‘19
Natalie has been 
attending the 
HMEA Franklin 
Employment 
Program since 
graduating from 
Cotting.  She also 
works 8 hours at 
Tri River Medical 
Center/UMass 
Memorial in Uxbridge – the same place 
where she trained through Project Bridges 
with Mr. Teuber and her job coach, Ms. 
Hannah Cruz.  Natalie cannot wait to 
have an Alumni Get Together! 

PAMELA MCLAUGHLIN, ‘58
Pamela has been busy writing and has 
two books published! She keeps busy by 
practicing her faith and spending time 
with her grandson, who is a Junior at 
Malden Catholic.
 
CARA MITCHELL, ‘08
Cara got a Great Dane puppy this year! 

KAYLA PIGEON, 
‘13
After graduating 
Cotting, Kayla went 
to a program called 
the Friendship Home 
in Norwell.  She had 
a job at South Shore 
Children’s Dentistry 
in Cohasset.  Kayla 

went to another program called the 
Archways for a bit so she could see her 
friend Alison.  Kayla is now back at the 
Friendship Home and has a new boyfriend! 

ALANA RUSSO, ’03
Alana is still volunteering at Lahey Clinic 
once a week.  She has been doing Zumba 
class at her gym. Alana is very active in 
Springboard and loves spending time with 
her family and friends.  Her brother is 
getting married! Alana still keeps in touch 
with all of her Cotting friends.

TRISTAN 
TEIXEIRA, ‘15
Tristan is at JRI 
MetroWorks where 
he creates artwork 
for the shop, learns 
cooking skills, and 
volunteers at a food 
pantry. During 
the quarantine, he 
continues to improve 
his cooking skills 
(making pasta from scratch is a favorite!), 
and participates in Zoom groups with 
friends from JRI. Tristan attended a lot 
of baseball games last summer, seeing 
the Red Sox, Paw Sox, and Worcester 
Bravehearts. He is looking forward to 
getting back in the game!

JAMES TOOLIN, ‘00
For the past 2 years, James has been a 
merchandiser for Polar Beverages. This job 
involves him traveling to different grocery 
stores and retail stores such as Target and 
Walmart. James stocks shelves, builds 
and maintains displays, end caps, and 
fills the soda coolers.  He also maintains 
and organizes back stock. James really 
loves his job!  When he is not working, 
he enjoys spending time with friends 
and family. James also loves to ski and 
has been doing so for 25 years.  During 
quarantine he watches a lot of disaster 
movies with earthquakes, tornadoes, 
monster attacks and intense action.  He 
also takes scenic drives and walks.  James 
uses zoom and skype for appointments 
and chatting with friends!
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Cotting School 
453 Concord Avenue
Lexington, MA 02421

IN MEMORY 
We send our condolences to 
the family and friends of the 
following Cotting Alumni who 
have passed away:

Charles Neil Gibbs II, c/o 1966
Richard Herd,  c/o 1944
Shamon Salami,  c/o 1950

Stay Connected with 
your fellow alums on 
our Facebook page: 
Cotting School Alumni

Artwork by Alumna 
Barbara Hardaway
Inspired by the international parking symbol, 
Barbara came up with “Movement” in acrylic 
and charcoal to celebrate freedom in motion 
with four people in their wheelchairs.

Gregory Walsh, c/o 2001 
Wins Award
Congratulations to Gregory Walsh (center), 
class of 2001, for receiving a Legends Award 
for 25 years of mentoring through Partners 
for Youth with Disabilities! 

Brendon Hildreth, c/o 2012 Donates Mask Clips
The medical department received a thoughtful and useful gift from Alumnus Brendon 
Hildreth! Cotting President Dave Manzo summed up our feelings: “It does not surprise 
me that Brendon would reach out to help our school. A leader as a student and alumnus, 
he’s an advocate for Accessible Icon Project. He is always thinking of how to make life 
better for others.” Thank you, Brendon! These were put to use right away.
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