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Cotting Persists During Uncertain Times

A tradition of innovation and excellence since 1893.

Cotting School
453 Concord Avenue
Lexington, MA 02421 

781-862-7323
info@cotting.org
cotting.org

Cotting ConnectionCotting Connection
SPRING 2020

Admissions Update  

Students and staff enjoy 
some much-needed social  

interaction during a virtual 
Circle of Friends meeting!

Our virtual doors are open! We are still accepting, 
processing, and following up on Admissions 
referrals and inquiries. Contact Elizabeth Russell  
at erussell@cotting.org or 781-862-7323 x 114.

Cotting School was faced with some difficult and 
unprecedented challenges this year. In response to the 
Governor’s COVID-19 recommendations and in consultation 
with our Medical Director, Cotting closed the school 
building on March 13th for what became the remainder of 
the school year. In true Cotting form, staff members moved 
swiftly to reimagine our mission and ensure that the Cotting 
experience could be delivered remotely, totaling 350 live 
sessions each week. As it has done for 126 years, Cotting 
School found a way to serve students with special needs, 
regardless of the circumstances.  
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“Enabling students with special needs to 
achieve their highest learning potential 

and level of independence.” Cotting teachers, therapists, nurses, and staff represent the very best in their 
field throughout the year.  Now more than ever, we celebrate all they do for 
our students!  



Meet a graduating Falcon: 

LUCAS MAHEGAN

Cotting School’s impact on the  
entire family is immeasurable. 

Your gift enables our seniors to discover their 
strengths and prepare for an independent life 
after Cotting. It also provides the support our 
families need as they near an important transition.

Help our students – and their families –  
find success after Cotting.

Make your gift today at www.cotting.org/giveThe Mahegan Family

This time of year, Cotting Seniors are typically enjoying 
their class trip to Disney World, prepping their dresses and 
tuxes for the prom, and getting ready to cross the stage at 
graduation.  While this year will be different, we celebrate 
their accomplishments all the same.  As seven Seniors prepare 
to take the next step beyond Cotting, consider Lucas and his 
family’s perspective below.  Gifts to Cotting not only help our 
Seniors, but also enable us to offer a virtual learning experience 
and pay our staff.

“The day we got the letter saying Lucas would be attending Cotting School was one of 
the happiest days of our lives! Over the past ten years, Cotting has helped Lucas gain 
more self-esteem, experience a variety of jobs in the community, and discover a love 

of construction. We are confident that Cotting School has prepared Lucas for his next 
step. We can’t wait to celebrate all he has accomplished!”

– Moira Mahegan, Lucas’ mother

Stay Connected with us! 
Apart but together at Cotting School

Social media platforms serve as a great tool for us to share 
content with our followers while our school building 
remains closed. Show your pride for Cotting School by 
adding our new frame (above) to your profile picture!   
Visit us on Facebook to try it out.

We’re proud to say that Cotting was ahead of the curve in its response to the pandemic, 
serving as a model for other area schools.  While the building remains closed, the 
Cotting spirit never wavers.  Classroom teachers and therapists host their own Google 
Classroom sites to make learning easily accessible.  Teachers continue to meet with their 
classes consistently, and are also offering one-on-one meetings to offer encouragement 
and help students feel connected. In a similar way, our therapists are providing services 
remotely, and our mental health team holds virtual parent meetings to answer questions 
and offer support.  Our online resource - www.cotting.org/coronavirus - serves as a 
comprehensive list of helpful links and tools for families to utilize throughout their 
time at home.  Our performing arts instructor even hosts weekly virtual “Open Mic” 
sessions to put our staff and student talents on display!  These are just a few of the many 
thoughtful and creative ways that our staff have gone above and beyond.

As Cotting staff work hard to reimagine our mission, our students are using their online 
tools to keep us updated on their life in quarantine!  Some students practice their skills 
in the kitchen while others rake their yard!  Circle of Friends continues to meet virtually 
for some much-needed social interaction.  Have a look at some of the sights of our 
reimagined virtual Cotting experience!

RESOURCES INCLUDE:

• A library of books read 
aloud by celebrities 

• Drawing challenges
• Virtual field trips
• Streaming Broadway 

plays
• Remote yoga
• At-home occupational 

therapy activities
• Skill-building tasks to 

practice at home

Cotting Persists (continued) From the left: Patrick practices his baking 
skills; Jonathan gets to work in the yard; Tyler 
and Ms. Piscopo tackle some mathematics 
world problems; Ms. Cain’s class talks mind-
fulness strategies and reflects on what they’re 
thankful for.


