
 

March 9, 2020 

Hello Cotting Parents, 

I'm writing to provide the latest update on our monitoring of the evolving situation with 
the coronavirus.  On Friday afternoon we participated in a conference call with the 
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education about school precautions and 
preparedness as more cases of the virus are reported.  The Department emphasized 
that while the overall risk of contracting the virus remains low, it is important to be 
prepared as the situation is extremely fluid.  While the number of cases in 
Massachusetts has grown to 28 cases, there are no reported cases in the immediate 
Cotting community of students and staff.  

Our medical director, Dr. Elizabeth Harstadt, was again in contact today with the 
Lexington Health Department.  We were informed that tomorrow morning a conference 
call is planned between the Massachusetts Department of Public Health and local 
health boards.  One of the topics that will be discussed is guidance for community 
participation for schools (field trips).  We are waiting to learn about the outcome of that 
conversation to make a decision about suspending community trips and Project Bridges 
work experiences.  We have contingency plans ready to put into effect should it be 
necessary to temporarily suspend these parts of our program.  

In addition, we are continuing to:    

● Promote frequent hand washing and cough/sneeze hygiene. 
● Encourage students or staff who are ill to stay at home. 
● Implement our deep cleaning program beginning this evening and for the next 

four Mondays. All high-touch surfaces are being disinfected daily. 
● Track student absences as well as the reasons students are out.  We would 

appreciate it if you can share this information with the medical department when 
students are out. 

● Develop language to use with the students in the event there is a change to their 
trip or work schedule. 

 
We understand that this situation has heightened anxiety, and this is especially true for 



some students.  We ask for your continued support in helping students to remain calm 
and be reassured that we are doing all we can to keep our community as safe as 
possible.  In response to some specific questions we have received from students, we 
have emphasized that the coronavirus is not caused by any one group of people. 
Please don't hesitate to reach out to us should you need support discussing this 
situation with your child. 

I will continue to keep you informed as I have more information to share.  Please do not 
hesitate to be in touch with any questions or concerns you may have.  

Krista Macari 
Chief Academic Officer 
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