
 

March 13, 2020 

Hello Cotting Families, 

 Much has changed in the past 24 hours. First, I apologize for what must have felt like 
an abrupt decision to close school.  Late in the afternoon, a growing number of our 
sending school districts announced their decisions to cancel school.  The district 
cancellations and closures impacted 70% of Cotting students and so it became 
apparent by early evening that we needed to close.  In addition, our Medical Director 
advised that closing was appropriate, given the continued spread of the coronavirus in 
the state and the medical complexity of our student population.  I do want to emphasize 
that we still have not had any reported cases of COVID-19 in our immediate 
community. 

Last night we experienced a significant delay with our ConnectEd system and 
unfortunately the message I sent about closure took almost one hour to deliver.  We 
have been in touch with ConnectEd and they have explained that this was a widespread 
issue with their system due to the extreme volume of cancellation messages.  To 
provide another communication avenue, we have added a function to ConnectEd that 
will allow me to send text messages to one number per household.  For families 
with separate households, each household will receive a text message.  I will test 
this function later today.  Later we will be able to add additional phone numbers. 
Please remember you can always check our website and social media for 
information. 

I'm sure many of you were dealing with questions from students who were surprised to 
learn school was closed.  Pam Varrin and Rachel Vorkink will send an email to you 
today with language you can use with students.  In addition, in the coming days 
individual teachers will share learning resources and activities for their students. 

Although Cotting School is closed, we are available to you during this time.  You can 
feel free to contact me or any member of our Senior Administrative Team via email and 
we can also be available via phone.  Please note that we are planning to hold the 
PAC meeting remotely on Friday, March 20th at 9:30 as planned.  We will share 



more details about how you can join.  The content of the meeting will be devoted to the 
current situation and school closure. 

Again, please reach out with questions and concerns.  I will be communicating with you 
regularly during the closure.  

Thank you for your continued support! 

Krista Macari 
Chief Academic Officer 
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