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Description:  
 
This course is an interactive and hands-on overview of the various methods by which individuals with multiple 
disabilities access augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) devices. Strategies and considerations 
that impact language learning and ultimately the ability to communicate with AAC is also reviewed. Through 
demonstration, video examples and hands-on experience, participants will explore eye gaze technology, infrared 
sensing (head tracking), joystick and alternative mouse control, single and multiple switch control, and touch 
access for AAC devices. Clinical and practical assessment considerations will be discussed across the access 
methods, along with implications for teaching and common adjustments to increase effectiveness in access and 
overall communication. The relationship between motor actions and language learning is reviewed in context 
with how someone with physical or multiple disabilities becomes an effective, proficient communicator with 
AAC technology.    
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
Presenter: Chip Clarke, MS, CCC/SLP, Assistive Technology Works (ATW):   
 
Chip has been an independent Prentke Romich Company (PRC) representative since 1998. He earned his 
undergraduate degree in Speech Pathology and Audiology at SUNY Geneseo and his graduate degree in Speech 
Pathology at Indiana State University specializing in Augmentative Communication. Chip has worked clinically 
in the field of Augmentative Communication in both public and private sectors for over 23 years and has also 
been an instructor for graduate level students at several Virginia universities. Chip founded ATW in 1997 and 
since then it has successfully grown to a cover the mid-Atlantic and Tennessee, providing direct support for 
PRC and Saltillo products.   For the past ten years, Chip has served as PRC's consulting project manager for eye 
gaze products responsible for bringing both the EcoPoint and NuEye to market, the development and provision 
of staff training and ongoing customer support.   He has also has served as a volunteer at Camp Gizmo in 
Romney, WV providing evaluations and supervision since 2005.   
 
Disclosures: 
Financial: Chip Clarke, owner of Assistive Technology Works (ATW) is a contracted distributor of the Prentke 
Romich Company. 
Nonfinancial: Chip Clarke receives PRC loaner devices to use for his trainings and presentations.  
 

 
 
Learning Outcomes: 
 
At the completion of this workshop, participants will be able to: 
 

1. Distinguish the various types of direct and indirect selection by which an individual with physical or 
multiple disabilities may access a speech-generating device. 

2. Articulate a flexible, outcome-oriented and language-centered assessment approach for considering the 
various AAC access methods for an individual with physical or multiple disabilities.  

3. Identify settings within each access method that can be adjusted and matched to a new learner’s 
physical, cognitive, and sensory skills and abilities.  

4. Define strategies to prevent access related challenges from impeding an individual’s full engagement in 
language learning and interaction with his or her AAC system.   

 
 
 



Start Time 8AM for Cotting School Conference 
 

 
 

ASHA CEUs        Instructional Level                       Content Area 
      1.3                        Advanced                        Professional 
  
 



 
 
 
To Register, please email:      Kassi.Rollins@prentrom.com 
 
 
Kassi Rollins, MS CCC-SLP 
Prentke Romich Company 
Regional Consultant 
Voicemail: (800) 262-1984 ext. 149 
Kassi.Rollins@prentrom.com 
 
 


