
At Cotting School, students and staff are consistently working towards our mission: to 
achieve the highest learning potential and level of independence.  This includes setting 
goals, and with support, achieving them.  For some of our older students, receiving a 
high school diploma is a meaningful goal.  As a high school diploma-granting institution, 
Cotting is able to make this possible. With student perseverance and staff effort, a portion 
of each graduating class walks away with a high school diploma. 87% of our students over 
the past five years who chose to pursue a high school diploma received one.
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Paths to Diploma

Like many things at Cotting School, there 
are different paths to achievement, paths 
that are chosen to fit the strengths of the 
student. These are two paths to diploma 
that our students have followed:

Continued on page 2

1. MCAS test &  
credit completion 

Students who pass the MCAS test, 
with or without accommodations, and 
fulfill Cotting’s credit requirements 
will earn a Cotting diploma. Some 
students, in addition to receiving a 
Cotting diploma, also earn a diploma 
from their home district. 

87% of students who chose 
to pursue a high school 
diploma received one.

www.cotting.org



2. Completion of a Competency
Determination Portfolio
Working closely with a Cotting staff member, a student
must demonstrate competency at a 10th grade-level, over
a period of time, in Math, Science, and English Language
Arts by submitting a portfolio of collected work. Why might
a student opt for the competency portfolio route?  Upper
School teacher Jeanine Meredith has worked with students
for whom this path was successful.  “For a student with access
difficulties, or test anxiety, this method has proved successful
on the path to diploma.”  While it bypasses the traditional on-
demand MCAS test, it is not an “easy option.”  Meredith adds,
“This is often a multi-year, 10 hour per week commitment
with additional homework.  It requires the student to
prioritize and make sacrifices.” Not only does this path

require hard work and dedication on the student’s end, but 
the staff ’s as well.  A team of teachers and tutors partner with 
each student to complete the competency portfolios, which 
often go through a series of corrections.  We are proud to say, 
however, that Cotting has a 100% success rate for Competency 
Determination Portfolios!

For other students, neither of these two options are a good fit.  If 
the goal for one student is to pass a partial MCAS, we’ll help them 
get there.  If the goal for another is to complete their course of 
study and graduate, we’ll help them get there, too.  All students 
receive a certificate of completion from Cotting School at their 
graduation ceremony, and we are proud of each and every one.  
But for those who set their sights on the path to diploma, the 
reward deserves to be celebrated.

Paths to Diploma (continued)
Other students, however, may require more intensive support 
to receive a diploma.  Krista Macari, Cotting’s Chief Academic 
Officer, believes in Cotting’s ability to help those students for 
whom more support is needed: “If students at or near grade-
level need more support to earn their diploma, we have the 
staff expertise and resources to help them successfully complete 
a Competency Determination Portfolio.”

Cotting Launches New Capstone Program

• Project Bridges community work experience twice a week
• Job development in their home community
• Inclusive college experiences
• Vocational electives
• Full year of Transition Elective
• Half year of World of Work
• Science once per week

For more on our academic offerings, 
visit www.cotting.org/programs.

Cotting School launched the Capstone program this year to better 
meet the needs of our oldest students, ages 18-22.  The flexibility 
of this culminating program is designed to suit these students as 
they progress closer to graduation and prepare to transition to life 
beyond Cotting.  Capstone students are offered a greater diversity 
of vocational and transitional opportunities plus access to other 
programming opportunities that are better aligned with their goals 
and interests.  In addition to regular Upper School programming, 
this may include:

Portfolio Guides for Teachers

Cotting has a 100% success rate for 
Competency Determination Portfolios

www.cotting.org



President David W. Manzo
Director of Advancement Elizabeth Peters

Associate Director of Advancement Paul Chiozzi

“Enabling students with special needs to achieve their highest 
learning potential and level of independence.”

Cotting Welcomes  
Dr. Holly Hodges!
We are very pleased to welcome 
Dr. Holly Hodges as our newest 
Cotting Medical Fellow! Dr. 
Hodges is a developmental-
behavioral pediatrics fellow at 
Boston Children’s Hospital and 
former pediatric chief resident 
at BCH.  She received her MD 
from Baylor College of Medicine 
in 2012, and has spent her 
Postdoctoral training at BCH 
and Boston Medical Center ever 
since. She has a clinical and 
research interest in Autism and Autism Spectrum Disorders, and 
is especially interested in understanding the breadth and use of 
new techniques in human genetics.  We look forward to seeing 
Dr. Hodges, and our staff pediatrician, Dr. Elizabeth Harstad, 
throughout the school this year!

Summer Curriculum Institute 
Differentiates Math Instruction 
The Summer Curriculum Institute continued this summer with 
a focus on mathematics. Funded by The Peabody Foundation, 
teachers Andy Lindblad, Sejal Costa, John Meredith, 
and Jeanine Meredith dedicated their time exclusively to 
mathematics curriculum research.

Their task was to design a program that will help our teachers 
differentiate math instruction.  Their efforts have led to the 
creation of some helpful new lessons, but more importantly, 
a clear direction about how the lessons work together.  Each 
age and math level now have corresponding, age-appropriate 
activities, online tools, and, in some cases, manipulatives to 
make these concepts concrete for our students. 

This group of researchers continues the great work of past 
SCI groups whose efforts have already shaped our science and 
literacy curricula. Once again we are grateful to The Peabody 
Foundation for making this project possible.

Richard Johnson commuted to Cotting School from his 
hometown of Quincy, MA, and graduated in 1967. After 
graduation, Richard got a job at the First National Bank of Boston 
in the Mutual Funds Department and later became a Manager 
in the Trust Department. He earned his degree in Finance from 
Suffolk University and stayed in banking until his retirement in 
2010. Richard now stays active doing woodworking and caring 
for his lovely yard. He also lunches regularly with Linda Natale 
Arseneault, along with other Cotting classmates, and encourages 
them to join him at our annual Alumni Reunions. Recently, 
Richard decided to join the Francis Joy Cotting Circle by making 
a bequest to Cotting in the form of a life insurance policy. He 
wants to honor former Cotting faculty members Ray Killian and 
Bill Carmichael, who started him off with the skills that served 
him through his professional career. Richard is pleased he can 
make a difference at Cotting to the students of the future and 
delights in knowing that his gift will live on in perpetuity to give 
other students the high-quality education he enjoyed.

For more information on becoming a member of the Francis 
Joy Cotting Circle or to learn more about a specific planned gift 
arrangement, contact in confidence: 

Elizabeth Campbell Peters, Director of Advancement  
(781) 325-7978 | epeters@cotting.org

www.cotting.org
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1St Basketball Game:

Cotting v. Alumni!

Friday, December 1, 2017

Gather with your fellow Cott ing Alumni at 6pm for pizza 

prior to the Alumni v. Cott ing Falcons game at 7pm!

December 1 v. Alumni

December 22 v. Staff

January 5 v. Nobles

January 12 v. LABBB

January 19 v. Concord

January 26 v. Newton

February 16 v. Staff

March 2 v. Alumni

6:00- 9:00 p.m. 

9:30-11:30 a.m. 

6:00- 9:00 p.m. 

6:00- 9:00 p.m. 

6:00- 9:00 p.m. 

6:00- 9:00 p.m. 

1:00- 2:45 p.m. 

6:00- 9:00 p.m.

March 10 Tournament 9:00- 3:00 p.m.

Cotting Basketball 2017/18 Season


