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WHAT ARE ”SOCIAL SKILLS” ? 
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How many social skills can you spot? 
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VIDEOS:  2 WAYS

1. . ENGAGEMENT:  

•
•
•
•

2. INSTRUCTION:  

•
•
•



SOCIAL ENGAGEMENT

§ NEWBORN - EYE CONTACT

§ 6 MONS - KNOWING A PERSON’S FACE IS DIFFERENT THAN OTHER OBJECTS

§ 9 MONS - JOINT ATTENTION: BABY MONITORS WHAT ANOTHER PERSON IS

DOING AND WANTS TO SHARE IN IT

§ 18 MONS - UNDERSTAND PRETEND PLAY

§ 3 - 5 YRS - KNOW THAT OTHERS HAVE DIFFERENT THOUGHTS THAN THEM



SOCIAL ENGAGEMENT

•

• YOU

•



ENGAGEMENT ACTIVITY: TALKING ABOUT VIDEOS











ENGAGEMENT ACTIVITY: MOVIE REVIEW



WHAT HAS WORKED BEST? 

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•





Mary Keiger

stretchingsocialskills.blogspot.com



USING TV&MOVIE CHARACTERS TO GROW SOCIAL LANGUAGE

I’m fun!
I’m Familiar!

I’m  motivating! 
I’m Expressive! I have a known 

“voice” 



_____________________________           





MOANA          LOOKS MAD

Hi Moana!
Are you 
okay? 



























USING SOCIAL MEDIA TO TEACH TO THE WHOLE CHILD 
AND GROW SOCIAL LANGUAGE

Including:

• Expand social engagement and participation

• Identify appropriate communication for each medium of  
technology 

• Develop safety awareness

• Vocational skill development



TEENS’ USE OF CELL PHONES & 
TECHNOLOGY ACCESS

According to PEW Research Center 
(2015):

• 88% of  teens have or have access 
to cell phones or smartphones

• 90% of  those teens with phones 
exchange texts.



TEENS’ USE OF SOCIAL MEDIA 

• 92% of  teens report going online 
daily.

• 71% of  teens use more than one 
social network site.

• Most popular sites include:

(PEW Research Center, 2015)



USING TEXTING TO GROW SOCIAL LANGUAGE



https://ifaketextmessage.com/





USING EMAIL TO GROW SOCIAL LANGUAGE



USING EMAIL TO GROW SOCIAL LANGUAGE



USING INSTAGRAM TO GROW SOCIAL LANGUAGE



USING INSTAGRAM TO GROW SOCIAL LANGUAGE



Review Questions



How Teachers are Using Instagram in the Classroom

⌗ Easy to post pictures of  class activities “on the fly”

⌗ Visual platform – built in, natural visual supports to 
text

⌗ Comments are just formulating social, “expected” 
communication

⌗ Hashtags are another way to work on main idea, 
details and sentence formulation 

⌗ Weekly Homework assignment = comment or add 
hashtag (L. Piscopo & M McGoldrick, Cotting School Teachers) 



⌗ Help family and friends start conversations 
about “What did you do in school today?” 

⌗ Communicate accurate information without the 
constraints of  reading / writing / talking etc. that 
might be a challenge.

⌗ Age appropriate leisure activity

⌗ Keep class connected as a community

How Teachers are Using Instagram in the Classroom

(L. Piscopo & M McGoldrick, Cotting School Teachers) 



Screenshots of Instagram

Examples of Hashtags and Comments





















Digitability
Free demo/webinars for tech-based 
teaching and vocational skill development
$$ memberships 
http://digitability.com/

RESOURCES

“Digitability teaches students work-ready 
skills so they can transition to their 
independence”



Common Sense Education
Digital literacy/digital citizenship: grades Pre-K-12
https://www.commonsense.org/education/digital-
citizenship

• Free subscription
• Parents/Educators

• Min-lessons
• PDF downloads
• Online resources

• $$ school 
memberships



SideKicks App: free download for iPad/iPhone
https://www.sidekicks.com/




