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Mary Fitzgerald Receives Award
Peter Slavin, MD, President of Mass General Hospital, presented Cotting alumna 
Mary Fitzgerald, Class of 1976, with the Jessie Harding Award for contributing to 
volunteerism in a significant and special way on April 27, 2016. A volunteer at MGH 
since 2010 who has given 1,300 hours to helping at the central volunteer desk, Mary has 
demonstrated an excellent attendance record, a willingness to give extra effort to duties 
and responsibilities, and exhibited compassion and caring when working with patients, 
staff and visitors. 

Mary responded to Dr. Slavin with appreciation and her characteristic wit. She teased 
him, “Although you are in the Oval Office here at MGH, where there’s lots of energy, we 
in the volunteer office are where the real energy of the place is.” Laughing, Dr. Slavin 
agreed with her.

Mary’s supervisor, Jackie Nolan, pictured at right, says, “Mary embodies the essence of 
an MGH volunteer by her trustworthy and professional character. She goes above and 
beyond what is expected of her and is always available when we need her to help. Her 
favorite saying is, ‘I can get them to yes’.”

Milton Calderon, who also works with Mary, says, “Whenever she is in the office, we all 
say: “All right, Mary is here! Things will be ok today!”

Wonderful as this recent achievement is, this is not the first time that Mary Fitz has been 
acknowledged for her leadership. As a sophomore at the Industrial School for Crippled 
Children in Boston, Mary Fitzgerald decided she did not want her senior class ring to 
include the word “crippled.” She wrote up a petition, which she circulated throughout the 
school for over a year, requesting that the Board of Trustees officially change the name of 
the school. 

Eventually, she found herself addressing the formidable Charles Cotting and the Board 
of Trustees to make her request. After some discussion, the trustees agreed with her and 
the name was changed. 

In recent years, Mary has made a point of meeting with current Cotting students 
in Lexington. One year she held a tea for the senior class; another year she shared 
with students her experiences of moving on after Cotting. She has made a point of 
encouraging fellow alumni to get involved as well, and to give back in whatever way they 
can to the school that got them started. 

Her accomplishments as a volunteer and leader make us proud to call her a Cotting 
alumna. Go Falcons!

Kieran, her brother, with Mary

Mary and Jackie Nolan, supervisor

Mary and Peter Slavin, MD
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JASON ABEND, 2005
Jason recently began a new job at FedEx 
and he is happy in his new role there!

MICHELE ADLER, 1991
Michele went on safari to South Africa in
December 2015 with her sister, Nicole. 
She loved seeing “The Big 5” which 
includes the lion, elephant, buffalo, rhino 
and leopard. Not everyone who goes to 
South Africa is lucky enough to see them, 
so it was a big treat. In addition to seeing 
the animals, she loved going on a helicop-
ter tour of Cape Town and spending time 
with her sister. 

KATIE ATCHUE, 2012
Katie attends the Willow Tree program in 
Natick, and works at Full Circle Arts Gift 
Shop in Natick as well. She attends Brain 
Games, Creative Crafts, and other outings 
at the Brain Injury Association. She is still 
making and selling dog and cat beds.

JACK BARRY 
Jack attended Cotting in the mid 90s 
before transferring to the Massachusetts 
Hospital School in Canton in 1995. In 
2003, he began an employment readiness 
assistance program called Triangle, locat-
ed in Malden, where he assembled and 
packaged products. He is now working at 
the Malden YMCA as a staff member in 
their after school program.

FRANCESCA PATRICIA BROWN,  
2005
Franny lives at Riverbrook Residence in 
Stockbridge, MA. She is an artist-in-res-
idence at The Red Lion Inn, and has had 
several art shows recently!

MICHAEL CAMILLE, 2011
Michael has continued to be busy since 
graduating from Cotting 5 years ago. 
For part of the year Michael works at 
Ashland Diesel 3 days per week.  Mi-
chael’s job description includes tallying 

oil receipts, researching lowest oil prices 
for bulk purchase and his favorite part of 
his work day, interacting with customers 
by creating various contests for them to 
participate in. During the winter, Michael 
volunteers at the Naples, FL library where 
he completes a variety of tasks includ-
ing creating a seasonal display case, (see 
pic) shelving books and maintaining the 
books on CD section. He also goes on 
outings; the zoo and Botanical Gardens 
are his favorites. He recently met a new 
friend who also has Cerebral Palsy, when 
they both spotted that they have the exact 
same power chair! 

SARAH COLLINS, 1993
Sarah moved into a new residential 
program in December. She still lives in 
Concord, MA and has three new room-
mates. She is still working at Whole Foods 
and has now been there for 15 years! Her 
nephew, Emerson, will be five this month!

JULIE CUMMINGS, 2008 
Julie is still working at Mt. Auburn Hos-
pital as a mail clerk. In the past year she 
has cruised to Bermuda and just returned 
from a week at Disney World and Univer-
sal Studios.

ZACHARY DAGLE, 2011
Zachary lives at home with his parents 
and attends Charles River Center. He 
is also involved with The Arc of South 
Norfolk playing basketball, floor hockey, 
baseball, and going to the dances.

JOSEPH D’AMATO, 1980
Joseph has been working part-time at the 
Market Basket in Wilmington. He volun-
teers doing light shows for tribute bands 
(Journey, Bon Jovi, etc.) at Twin River 
Casino in Lincoln, RI.

SHARON DUNCAN, 1989
Sharon has been attending Triangle in 
Malden since 2007.

WILL FAHEY
Will works as a ticket taker for his beloved 
NE Patriots and the Red Sox, as well as at 
Modell’s sporting goods. In his free time 
he’s back to playing sled hockey with the 
Boston Shamrocks and just returned from 
Detroit where they played in the US Hockey 
Disabled Hockey Festival and made it to 
the semi finals! He’s been rowing and was 
awarded the silver medal at last year’s Crash 
B’s rowing competition. He also has been 
working hard to stay fit and healthy and get-
ting support for that at TB12 sports therapy 
center, where he finally met his forever idol 
Tom Brady!! In very recent news, he won a 
housing lottery for an affordable condo in 
Wellesley and is now a proud homeowner 
-- moving in this summer!

J.R. FOLEY, 2011
J.R. is in the process of getting a third job 
at an environmental center in Randolph, 
while still working at the Friendship 
Home in Norwell and an insurance com-
pany in Quincy.  He also had a great time 
on his recent trip to California!  
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PETER GARRON, 2015
Peter is working at the Lincoln Library 
shelving books. It’s a great environment 
and he enjoys it, as well as the wonderful, 
supportive people who work with him. 

KAREN ELIZABETH GEORGE,  1992
Karen lives in Manchester, NH with her 
two providers and their two daughters, 
ages 2 and 4. She goes to Lifeshare and 
Region 10. 

VANESSA GRIFONI, 2014
Vanessa curently attends the Sollar Wellness 
Enrichment Program in Pembroke, MA.

SHAWN KOEHLER, 2007
Shawn is still working at Ramsey Rehab, 
while also freelancing as a web developer. 
He keeps up with the latest technology 
trends, and has a website: www.koehler-
webdezine.com

ERIK KRUSZEWSKI, 1995 
Erik is playing soccer and living life! He’s 
a great outdoorsman and is planning his 
wedding to Valerie Youngren. Twelve 
years at Trader Joe’s is coming up but 
don’t quote him on that (yet).

MATTHEW LAGUNOWICH, 2012
Matt really enjoys his community-based 
day program at Till Central in Billerica. 
He has made many great friends.  Camp 
Jabberwocky on Martha’s Vineyard in 
June and Witch’s Woods at Halloween 
continue to be highlights of his year.

CONNIE MARQUES, 1990 
Connie has been working as a bell ringer 
for the Salvation Army.

MELISSA MERSON, 2004
Mellie is still attending the Charles River 
Center and is part of a group in Natick. 
They enjoy community outings and 
working with Meals on Wheels and The 
Newton-Wellesley Hospital.  She still lives 
at home with her mom, dad, and sister 
Maura, and has a niece and nephew whom 
she adores and who love and adore her.

MIKE MONETTE, 1981
Mike has been employed with the Depart-
ment of Mental Health for the past 34 years. 
Mike and his partner Craig were married 
on July 4, 2015.  They still live in his child-
hood home in North Waltham, MA.

KATHLEEN O’DONNELL, 2006
Kathleen still goes to Opportunity Works 
in Newburyport every day. She is going to 
be the Maid of Honor in her sister Patty’s 
wedding in July!

MADELINE QUINTAL, 2011
Madeline is still working at Uniqlo, and 
just recently moved into a new position 
she loves! She was voted best in customer 
service and trains others to do a great job!

BECKY ROBINSON, 2007 
Becky continues to live on her own and 
work at Mount Auburn Hospital.

ALANA RUSSO, 2003 
Alana volunteers one day a week at 
St. Catherine of Alexandria Parish in 
Westford with one of her friends. It’s fun 
because she gets to work with her mom 
who is the Director of Religious Educa-
tion.  She also volunteers at Lahey Clinic 
each week sorting & delivering mail. She 
is very involved on the resident board of 
her housing authority and Springboard, 
an activity peer group. 

LIZZY YORK RYAN, 2002
Lizzy is moving into an apartment in  
Watertown. She won’t have a roommate in 
the new place, which is a dream come true!

CRAIG TARENTINO, 2012
Craig attends Life Choices, a day program 
in Beverly.

Alumni Reunion Recap!
Our annual reunion took place on May 15th!  We were thrilled to see many of you, but 
sad to miss those who could not be here. We hope you’ll join us next year! The Alumni 
Association voted to support the Class of 2017 Senior Trip! Please visit our Facebook 
page (www.facebook.com/CottingSchool) for more photos, and be sure to like us! 

Cotting Alumni enjoying some 
refreshments and conversation

Former Cotting teacher Ellie 
Lloyd enjoying the company  
of her former first graders.

Math students of Ray Killian, 
Linda Arsenault and  

Richard Johnson                
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At age 88 ½, Elliot Field is an active, 
dynamic resident of Cathedral City, CA, 
part of Palm Springs. The LinkUs caught 
up with Elliot in March to hear his story. 

“I contracted polio at age 3 when living in 
Revere. In 1930, when I was old enough for 
school, my parents found a teacher, Miss 
Balaney, who came to the house to tutor me.

“My folks then got wind of Cotting School, 
and they moved to Dorchester to be closer 
to the school. I started in the second grade 
with Miss Breen, a lovely lady. It was 
marvelous! I “married” Peggy Harrington 
on the playground swings; that’s where our 
honeymoon took place.

“In 4th and 5th grade my teacher was 
Louise Harriet Marr. She was very 
gracious; she taught me my multiplication 
tables. Miss Marr was an enormously 
worthy person, a truly human, no-baloney 
teacher. She gave me an education and 
a background, and we corresponded for 
years, even when I had my own children.  

“In her class, I had the chance to meet 
Boston’s Mayor, James Michael Curley. 
He came to our classroom and gave a 
silver dollar to the fourth and fifth grade 
Champion. I don’t remember if it was in 

the fourth or fifth grade, but I remember 
getting a silver dollar from James Michael 
Curley. 

“By the 9th grade I was able, strong, 
smart, and capable enough to try Roxbury 
Memorial High School for Boys. My 
parents moved closer to the trolley line so I 
could get to the high school more easily. 

“I’m an English major and political science 
minor; I’ve written two books; I’ve done 
a lot in my life.  With six other deejays, 
I started the Top 40 at KFWB/98 in Los 
Angeles, which commanded better than 
40% of the Los Angeles area listening 
audience. It hadn’t been done before. It 
hasn’t been done since. What got me the 
strength, the courage, and the ability to 
go ahead was Cotting School. I wouldn’t 
be here if I hadn’t gone through those 
experiences.”

ALUMNUS PROFILE: 
Elliot Field

Elliot Field, Class of 1941

In Memory…  
We send our condolences to the families of these alumni who have passed away:
Raymond Bowie, Jr., Class of 1970, who passed away on November 12, 2015.
Rita V. Cary, Class of 1944, of Somerville, who passed away on January 12, 2016.
Marc Ceccarossi, Class of 2002, who passed away on May 8, 2016.
Cheryl Ravalli, Class of 1978, who passed away May 4, 2016.


