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Cotting School Acquires Land
This summer, the Board of Trustees at Cotting School authorized the purchase of 3.7 acres 
of land contiguous to the School’s 14-acre campus in Lexington. The land, including a 
house, barn and tennis court, was purchased as part of Cotting’s long-term commitment to 
serving students with special needs.

“The opportunity to purchase land adjacent to our school was such a great opportunity for 
us,” said David Manzo, President. “Although our Board of Trustees has no immediate plans 
for the property, we look forward to a constructive discussion about how best to use this 
land to serve children with special needs.” 

Board of Trustees Chair David Cushing added, “The acquisition may lead to an expansion 
of the mission in a way we cannot even foresee today. It’s like planting a seed for the future.” 
He mentioned that at present no action is being taken on the property.

Manzo continued, “Our challenge will be to develop a revised campus master plan that 
anticipates how this new resource, as well as our current facilities, might deepen and 
strengthen Cotting School’s programs for years to come. In both affirming what has always 
been true about Cotting  School, and considering how we might realize our mission 
more effectively, key constituencies will investigate, contemplate, and plan for a dynamic 
environment that offers children with special needs the best educational experience well into 
the future.”
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The Cotting School Instructional 
Leadership Team

The Instructional Leadership Team (ILT) is a group of teacher-leaders who meet weekly 
with the Curriculum Specialist, Chief Academic Officer and Director of Upper School. 
The ILT endeavors to tackle our biggest challenges in the areas of curriculum, instruction 
and assessment. The teacher-leaders on the ILT also serve as facilitators for larger, weekly 
Curriculum Work Groups. These groups allow teachers and therapists to collaborate on 
the implementation of curriculum and instructional methods, learn programs, analyze 
data, and focus on student performance. Each work group focuses on one topic, setting 
specific goals for learning, collaboration and evaluation of each program.

A Look Inside the Cotting School Curriculum
“Here at Cotting School, with both a diverse population of learners 
and an age spread of  3-22, we have to function like a small school 
district,” explains Ann Buckley, Cotting’s Curriculum Specialist and 
Director of the Middle School.  Cotting uses the State Frameworks as 
a template for its curriculum, but from there, teachers individualize 
it to include the breadth of academic, vocational, therapeutic, 
emotional, behavioral and social needs of their students.  Teacher-
led, teacher-driven changes ensure that each student’s needs are met 
to enable optimal learning.

Krista Macari, Chief Academic Officer, and Larainne Wilson, Director 
of Upper School Services, work with Mrs. Buckley to support a 

collaborative, three-part professional development structure for staff. 
Teams of teachers and therapists meet weekly to constantly assess and 
update the curriculum to best meet students’ needs.   

These teacher teams manage this difficult and important task. Mrs. 
Buckley says, “The curriculum at Cotting is an engine that is always 
moving.  We administrators might step in here and there to help, 
but it’s the faculty who take the State Frameworks and ask, ‘How do 
we make this meaningful for our students?’”  Cotting’s curriculum 
is holistic in nature, incorporating all aspects of a student’s life, and 
that is what makes it not only complex, but also critically important 
to our mission.



www.cotting.org

Summer Curriculum Institute
This summer four members of the Cotting teaching faculty 
dedicated their time to developing literacy curricula for students 
at Cotting with complex communication disorders.  Megan 
McGoldrick, Meghan Wilkers, Lola Piscopo, and Stephanie Soule 
updated student literacy assessments, created alternative books 
for the SIPPS program, and adapted the PCI Reading Program for 
AAC users.  Ms. Piscopo explained, “The Summer Curriculum 
Institute gives us the time and focus needed to explore curriculum 
solutions that would be impossible to research and implement 
during the school year, or while teaching a summer school class.” 

Cotting is thankful for funding from The Peabody Foundation, 
which has made this program available to our faculty. 

 
President David W. Manzo

Director of Advancement Elizabeth Peters
Associate Director of Advancement Paul Chiozzi

Advancement Associate Ann Bausman

“Enabling students with special needs to achieve their 
highest learning potential and level of independence.”

Dr. Carol Wilkinson, MD, PhD 
Cotting School welcomes 
Dr. Carol Wilkinson to the 
Cotting School medical 
team!  Dr. Wilkinson recently 
accepted a Fellowship in 
Developmental-Behavioral 
Pediatrics at Boston Children’s 
Hospital.  She received her 
medical degree from the 
University of California San 
Francisco School of Medicine.  
Each week Dr. Wilkerson 
comes to campus to work 
closely with the medical staff. 
Welcome Dr. Wilkerson!

Left to right, McGoldrick, 
Wilkers, Piscopo, Soule

Cotting’s Gone Social
We invite you to follow us on Social Media!  

We are on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, LinkedIn, 
Pinterest & YouTube. Links to our social media pages can 
be found easily by going to www.cotting.org and clicking 
on the buttons in the upper right side of our homepage.

As part of our new follower campaign, $5 will be donated 
to Cotting for every new follower we attract between the 

months of October and December 2015.

Despite the cool temperatures, OctoberFest and Chili Cook-off attendees 
kept warm with the amazing chili and fantastic live music on October 
18th! The Fire Chili made by COMPASS students Scott and EJ, teaching 
assistant Ty Johnson, and Culinary Arts instructor Margaret Overlan won 
the prize for Most Popular Chili. Visit our Facebook page for more photos!

OctoberFest & Chili Cook-off
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MAKING THINGS POSSIBLE:
All Things Tech

Free admission for 
parents and professionals


