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Cotting School Impacts the 
Greater Community
The Cotting community stretches well beyond the walls of 453 Concord Avenue.  So much 
of our mission – to enable students to achieve the highest learning potential and level of 
independence – is accomplished when students go outside their comfort zones and beyond 
the familiar.  Community trips to grocery stores teach shopping and budget skills; Project 
Bridges job sites provide opportunities to develop good work ethic and time management 
skills; dual enrollment at local community colleges give our older students the chance to 
specialize in subject areas they love, and to learn in a different environment.

It isn’t just our students, however, that reach the greater community.  Cotting Consulting 
continues to provide innovative technology solutions for its clients and school districts. Our 
third annual conference, “All Things Tech” brought over 200 attendees to our campus in 
November.  The ReelAbilities film festival will visit our campus this spring.  

As much as Cotting gives to the community, we are continually grateful for what the 
community gives back.  Most recently, three of our students received unique voices created 
by the people at VocaliD.  We are sharing our gifts and talents in so many ways!  Read 
further to learn more.
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Reelabilities 
FILM FESTIVAL 

Becoming Bulletproof 
Cotting School, April 12th 
6pm Reception 
7:15pm Showtime

Reserve your tickets at reelboston.org 
beginning March 7th

Hannah and Robert stuff envelopes as part of their Project Bridges job at the deCordova Museum in Lincoln, MA.

www.cotting.org



Three Cotting School students have voices of their very own for 
the first time. Delaney, Maeve, and Sara are among the first in 
the nation to work with VocaliD founder Dr. Rupal Patel, who 
has created a way to make unique voices for people who rely on 
computer-generated speech to communicate. Julie Spector, Maeve’s 
teacher, said, “We were so excited when Maeve shared her own 
unique voice with us for the first time.  Her voice really fits her 
personality.”  At Cotting School and beyond, thousands of people 
have been donating their voices to the VocaliD project.  Dr. Patel 
and her team are leveraging years of research and development in 
speech science and audio engineering to create unique VocaliD 
voices.  As VocaliD trailblazers, Delaney, Maeve, and Sara are 
enormously happy with their new voices! Sara chose to unveil her 
new voice at school just before winter break in December, and she 
thinks it sounds “sassy.”  Her classmates agree! All three students 
continue to follow their passions and express their thoughts in 
voices that sound like the 17, 9, and 16 year-old girls that they are.
 
You can find out more about VocaliD or donate your voice at:  
www.vocalid.co

Keep an Eye Out for Cotting Trailblazers! 
Cotting School will be featured prominently in an upcoming 

segment of Al Jazeera America’s “Tech Know” series, profiling 
the work of Dr. Rupal Patel & VocaliD. The segment will focus on 
two of the Cotting students who received their own unique voice 
through VocaliD. The segment is expected to air sometime in 
March. We’ll be sharing the segment on our social media as soon  
as it is available.

Cotting’s Facebook Campaign
We welcome new followers on all of our social media 

platforms. You can help spread the word about  
Cotting’s new Facebook follower campaign! A $5  

donation will be made to Cotting for every new follower 
www.facebook.com/CottingSchool

We are now updating our blog weekly with news, updates, 
and helpful links for those interested in day-to-day 

happenings at the school! Visit cottingschool.blogspot.com.

VocaliD Trailblazers at Cotting School

Project Bridges 
Project Bridges is an experience-based learning program that offers 
students with disabilities opportunities to examine and explore work 
environments within community worksites. With assistance from their 
Cotting Job Coach, students gain vocational and communication skills, 
develop good work habits, and learn about options for the future. A few 
examples of placements include hospitals, banks, department stores, 
greenhouses, and nursing homes. See the numbers to the right for the 
latest in Project Bridges at Cotting!

Project Bridges by the Numbers…

25    current sites

35    students enrolled

  7     job coaches

  4     new sites in 2015-16

  2     post-graduate placements in process

VocaliD Founder Rupal Patel works with Maeve, one of three Cotting 
students who recently received a voice.

www.cotting.org



Cotting Consulting Broadens Services

 
President David W. Manzo

Director of Advancement Elizabeth Peters
Associate Director of Advancement Paul Chiozzi

Advancement Associate Ann Bausman

“Enabling students with special needs to achieve their 
highest learning potential and level of independence.”

Equipment Lease Program 
Gaining Popularity in Many 
School Districts

Cotting Consulting, an outreach program of Cotting School, 
provides technology solutions to students in their school 
environments.  It currently serves students from nearly 33 school 
districts throughout Massachusetts.  Most recently, Cotting 
Consulting has begun offering an equipment lease program, 
allowing districts to rent iPads or Chromebooks for either short 
or long-term use.  Karen Waddill, Director of Cotting Consulting, 
says the program is beneficial for many school districts: “A short-
term lease allows a school district to avoid the high cost of buying 
equipment until they’re sure it’s the proper fit for their student.  
We’re able to evaluate the student’s progress and help the district 
decide if that equipment is the best option.  We even provide the 
apps, switches, cases, and other add-ons necessary to ensure the 
student’s success.”  

Cotting Consulting at a Glance
 

Full-Time Consulting Team Members     
• Special educators/Educational technology specialists
• Speech-language pathologists 

Assessment, Consultation and Professional 
Development Services offered
• Augmentative and Alternative Communication
• Assistive Technology: Reading, Writing, Executive 

Functioning/Study Skills, & Math 
• Curriculum modification
• Positioning and Access 

Per Diem Consulting Team Members
• Physical Therapists     
• Occupational Therapists

A long-term lease is also popular for many districts that don’t have 
the time or resources to support special education technology 
in-house.  By outsourcing the equipment and maintenance to 
Consulting, the district is better able to serve general education 
technology, while leaving the special education technology 
in the expert hands of Consulting.   Waddill adds, “With this 
arrangement, students, educators, and parents don’t have to wait for 
a week on a tech support ticket for help.  We know this equipment, 
we use it every day, and we’re able to quickly and efficiently serve 
our clients better because of it.”

Cotting Consulting continues to serve school districts and students 
with assistive technology, curriculum modification, and strategies 
for best practice with technology integration.  Waddill also provides 
professional development opportunities at teacher in-service days.  
To learn more about our Consulting services, visit the “Programs” 
section of our website, cotting.org.

Director of Cotting Consulting, Karen Waddill, assisting a student with her device.

Age range of 
students served

Districts 
served

15

iPads available 
for lease

3-2233

www.cotting.org
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“Making Things Possible: All Things 
Tech” Conference recap
The third annual Burr Family Conference 
was a huge success!  “Making Things Possi-
ble: All Things Tech” attracted vendors, ed-
ucators, and parents to Cotting School on 
Saturday, November 14th for a full day of 
educational presentations.  We welcomed 
200 participants from approximately 79 
cities and towns in and around Massachu-
setts.  Cotting student Sara and her mom, 
Amy Young, kicked things off with a terrif-
ic keynote presentation, offering practical 
suggestions for supporting independence 
at home, including family-friendly ways to 
modify the environment to fit varying needs. 

We are thrilled to have boosted our social media followers that day, with 
participants actively posting on Instagram and Twitter!   We even featured 
a “roll-up” of our social media content on a large screen that kept everyone 
updated throughout the day.  Presentations – including those about apps, 
internet safety, and low-tech communication options – are available to view 
on our website. With such great feedback and buzz around the conference, we 
have already begun to brainstorm ideas for next year’s theme.  Thanks to all 
who attended!  We invite you to follow us on social media or join our mailing 
list at cotting.org to learn about our plans for this coming fall.

Upcoming Spring Events
BECOMING BULLETPROOF

Tuesday, April 12th
6pm Reception | 7:15pm Showtime

GRANDPARENTS’ DAY
Friday, April 29th | 9:30am - 11:30am

ALUMNI REUNION
Sunday, May 15th | 2pm - 4pm

SPRING ARTS FESTIVAL
Wednesday, May 25th | 6pm - 8pm

Information Sessions
9:30am - 11:00am

Do you know someone who would like to learn 
more about Cotting School? We host monthly  
information sessions. Interested parents and  

professionals are always welcome!

 MARCH 11TH APRIL 5TH

     MAY 13TH JUNE 10TH


