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Summer Sizzles at Cotting
Two years ago, Melissa Mulvey, CCC-SLP, ATP , Senior 
Consulting Therapist with Cotting Consuting, used her 
Thorndike Fellowship to research AAC camps nation-
wide and develop Talk2U@Cotting.  Melissa’s focus 
was offering informal leadership opportunities for older 
campers and plenty of creative outlets for all campers.  

Kaila MacLeod, center, Cotting Class President of 2013 and 
mentor at Talk2U@Cotting, presented flowers to program 
director Melissa Mulvey on behalf of all the campers.  On the 
right, Sara Y. looks on.

Campers and staff gathered in HOPEhouse to launch the week-long 
Talk2U@Cotting AAC summer camp. 

What a super-busy summer it’s been!  We had a  
full slate of activities during July and August with our 
“Extended Year” academic program, two themed summer 
camps, SALSE (Summer Adapted Living Skills) week-
ends, and informal sleepovers.  In addition to the usual 
summer maintenance activities, our operations and facili-
ties crews were energetically preparing campus for 14 new 
students and 27 new faculty and staff. 

There were plenty of opportunities for 
leadership and creative outlets.

During the week of August 11-15, 2014 10 tweens and 
teens participated in Cotting’s first AAC (Augmentative 
and Alternative Communication) camp. By all accounts, 
Talk2U@Cotting was a great success! Talk2U@Cotting 
campers use a communication device as a primary means 
of communication. 

Talk2U AAC Camp Launched

“They were very encouraging to each other throughout 
the week,” said Melissa “and interested and curious 
about each other’s devices. I saw plenty of authentic, 
peer-to-peer conversations going on. There were more 
people who wanted to help out this year than we could 
hire, and we filled our camper spots quickly. We had a 
great week, and I’m already thinking about next year!” 
 

For more information about Talk2U@Cotting, contact 
Melissa Mulvey at Talk2UCamp@cotting.org or find 
camp online at www.cotting.org/aaccamp or on Face-
book and Twitter as Talk 2 U AAC Camp. 



Now in its second year, Bridging the Gap Camp ex-
panded from one session to two. Campers traveled to 
Southwick’s Zoo, Canobie Lake Park, 5 Wits at Pa-
triots’ Place, Kimball Farms, the movies, and on the 
very last (rainy) day of the second session, a salon for 
manicures.  

“We really focused on being more hands-off in social 
interactions,” added Susan, “and letting students try 
things on their own in real-world settings.”  

Bridging the Gap Camp

Bridging the Gap campers visited Southwick’s Zoo.

Bridging the Gap was designed by Allison Conelias, 
Cotting Middle School teacher, and Susan Haley, 
Cotting speech therapist, with a grant from Cotting’s 
Thorndike Fellowship. The goal was to integrate 
typically developing young people with students with 
special needs so they could get to know each other, 
practice independent social skills, and have fun in a 
relaxed setting. Bridging the Gap is ideal for students 
with special needs who can benefit from spending time 
with peers in relatively unstructured settings and par-
ticipating in social activities. 

For information about Bridging the Gap, email Allison 
or Susan at bridgingthegap@cotting.org or visit Bridg-
ing the Gap Camp at Cotting on Facebook or cotting.
org/bridgingthegap.

“Being able to advocate for yourself 
and problem solve in social settings 

are important skills.”  

Letting the Sun Shine
Even with summer camp in full swing, our facil-
ities crew completed a long and interesting list of 
projects. In addition to the usual cleaning, painting, 
upgrading and polishing, classrooms were created 
and renovated, technology equipment installed, and 
grounds work was completed, all within a very tight 
time frame.   

The campus feels much more open and 
light-filled and offers a great view of 

Carmichael House.

Before photo looking at Carmichael House

After photo looking at Carmichael House

The most visible piece of work completed over the 
summer was the removal of several trees. The cam-
pus feels much more open, light-filled and spacious 
now and offers an unobstructed view of both Carmi-
chael House and HOPEhouse. 



Donor Equips Classes with Technology

With increased enrollment of 14 new students and 27 
new faculty and staff, classroom space was at a premi-
um, so existing space was reconfigured over the sum-
mer to make room for two new classrooms. 

Thanks to the enormous generosity of a long-time 
friend of Cotting who wishes to remain anonymous, 
new technology equipment, including SmartBoards and 
desktop computers, were installed in each new room, 
so now every class in school has its own SmartBoard.

Peter uses a SmartBoard to learn about the weather. 

One of the highlights of the extended year academic pro-
gram was several visits from Drumlin Farm staff mem-
bers, who brought lots of hands on materials for students 
to observe and explore, including fur, bones, nests, birds, 
amphibians and reptiles. 

Extended Year Program Welcomes Drumlin

With just enough time to take a deep breath, faculty, staff and 
students returned in September to a well-maintained and up-
graded campus in which they can study and learn. 

Program Assistant Joy Ciruso examines bones with M.E.

Sunday, October 5, 2014
1:00-3:30 p.m. 

Our Sponsors Our Supporters

Live Music
Craft Beer 

Delicious Chili

Adult $25
Child $10 
w/bowl $40

www.cotting.org/ChiliCookOff

Celebrity Judges
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  Help Celebrate Cotting’s 120th Year! 
 
* Give $10 each month for one year for an annual gift of $120 
* Give a gift of any size at any time
* Make your gift online at www.cotting.org 

Thank you for helping us enable students with special needs to achieve 
their highest learning potential and level of independence.

  www.cotting.org  

Saturday 
November 15, 2014

8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m..

   Register online at www.cotting.org 


